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EMIGRES AND NUNS

TO M. FOUCHi

TROVES, October 7, 1804.

. . . THE ckcular letter to the Prefects of Departments
about amnestied persons and emigres would be excellent,
only that a certain number of Prefects disregard it. It would
have been better to ask the Prefects for the names of those
amnestied persons who, as members of Councils or depart-
mental Colleges, have the right to be present at the Corona-
tion; and notes should be added giving information about
them: then we can decide what to do. I think there is still
time to take this step. Government must be logical. Once
a person is admitted to membership of the state, he must
be given all the rights of citizenship. I am anxious that the
Prefects should send you the lists of amnestied persons and
imigrts belonging to the Colleges, so that you may submit
reports to me, one for each department, and so that those
who are recognised as being sensible, harmless, and well-
disposed, may receive permits from me, exempting them
from supervision, and restoring their civil rights. The art
of government consists not only in punishing the wicked,
but also in rewarding the good. A great many of these
emigres, as you know, returned quite openly; consequently
it was impossible to prevent their enjoying their political
rights, seeing that there are amnestied persons and Emigres
in the Senate, the State Council, and other public positions.
The general principle is to keep the whole class under
supervision, whilst making exceptions in favour of the best
beLaved; and it is natural to include among the latter those
who hold official positions.

I have read carefully the report of the Prefect of Police
on the working of the decree of 3 messidor, Year XII,
about religious corporations. My chief object was to prevent
the Jesuits establishing themselves in France. They assume
all sorts of disguises. I want no 'Hearts of Jesus/ or 'Con-
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